Lawn Scarifier/De-thatcher Operation Guidance

Before You Start
Assess the condition of the lawn before scarifying. If possible, take a small core sample to determine the
depth of thatch.

Thatch is a layer of dead grass, clippings and roots that accumulates at the base of the lawn. Excessive
thatch can restrict air, water and nutrients from reaching the soil and may contribute to shallow roots,
drought stress and lawn disease.

Heavy Thatch

If the thatch layer is excessive (approximately 19 mm /3 inch or more), do not attempt to remove itallin
one pass. Several treatments, carried out over appropriate seasons, are recommended to avoid
damaging the living grass.

Slopes
When working on slopes, operate across the slope rather than directly up and down. This provides
better operator control and helps reduce water runoff and soil movement.

Working Depth
Start with the blades/tines just contacting the lawn surface and adjust gradually according to the results.

Do not set the scarifier deeper than necessary. Deeper operation does not necessarily produce better
results and can increase machine wear and damage healthy turf.

If deeper treatment is required, make several passes rather than attempting to achieve the full depth in
one operation.

Scarifying / De-thatching

1. Mow first — Mow the lawn at its normal cutting height.

2. Work when dry - Avoid operating on wet grass, as this can increase damage to healthy turf.

3. Setthe depth - With the engine stopped, adjust the working depth so the blades/tines make light
contact with the surface.

4. Startthe machine - Follow the machine manufacturer's starting procedure.
5. Engage the scarifier — Engage the blades/tines and gradually lower the machine into the turf.
6. Test first—Work a small area and inspect the result before treating the entire lawn.
7. Adjust as required — The aim is to remove thatch while minimising damage to healthy grass.
8. Work systematically — Continue across the

lawn in consistent passes. For particularly

heavy thatch, additional passes can be made

in a different direction. Criss-cross pass
9. Collect the thatch — Rake up loosened thatch may be required

for thick thatch

on the lawn surface, remove it before
fertilising, seeding or watering.

Signs the Setting Is Too Deep

If the engine speed drops significantly, the machine
pulls strongly forward, or the machine begins
bouncing, stop and raise the working depth.

After Scarifying
Collect and remove the loosened thatch using a lawn vacuum, rake or suitable wheeled blower. The lawn
can then be prepared for subsequent fertilising, watering or overseeding as required.

Always follow the safety gear and follow safety instructions and operating procedures.



